
 

Mission  

The Commission will bring together persons deeply committed to the future(s) of The United Methodist 

Church, with an openness to developing new relationships with each other and exploring the potential 

future(s) of our denomination in light of General Conference and subsequent annual, jurisdictional and 

central conference actions. We have a profound hope and confidence in the Triune God, and yet we 

acknowledge that we do this work in a climate of skepticism and distrust, from a human point of view. 

We are a connection, and we admit that our communion is strained; yet much transformative mission 

across our world is the fruit of our collaboration. The matters of human sexuality and unity are the 

presenting issues for a deeper conversation that surfaces different ways of interpreting Scripture and 

theological tradition. The work is meant to inform deliberation across the whole church and to help the 

Council of Bishops in their service to the next General Conference in finding a way forward.  

Vision  

The Commission will design a way for being church that maximizes the presence of a United Methodist 

witness in as many places in the world as possible, that allows for as much contextual differentiation as 

possible, and that balances an approach to different theological understandings of human sexuality with 

a desire for as much unity as possible. This unity will not be grounded in our conceptions of human 

sexuality, but in our affirmation of the Triune God who calls us to be a grace-filled and holy people in the 

Wesleyan tradition.  

Scope  

We should be open to new ways of embodying unity that move us beyond where we are in the present 

impasse and cycle of action and reaction around ministry and human sexuality. Therefore, we should 

consider new ways of being in relationship across cultures and jurisdictions, in understandings of 

episcopacy, in contextual definitions of autonomy for annual conferences, and in the design and 

purpose of the apportionment. In reflection on the two matters of unity and human sexuality, we will 

fulfill our directive by considering “new forms and structures” of relationship and through the “complete 

examination and possible revision” of relevant paragraphs in the Book of Discipline. We will give 

consideration to greater freedom and flexibility to a future United Methodist Church that will redefine 

our present connectionality, which is showing signs of brokenness. If we ignore this work, fracturing will 

occur in more haphazard and even self-interested ways across the church. If we do this work only to 

address our preferences and self-interest, we will fail to place our complete trust in God’s steadfast love 

and faithfulness. If we do this work with complete surrender to God’s unlimited imagination and 

kingdom purposes, we will be blessed beyond our limited human imagination. God remains God; God is 

with us; God will never let us go. To God be the glory! 


